The St. Clair County Agricultural Preservation Boar  d Presents:

Chronicling the progress of open space and farmland preservation in St. Clair Cou nty

i siasm with the local farmers and politicians. Iswa-
A Word from Ag Preservation vited to join the group to help set up the ordirafar the

Board Member Susan Snlegockl county and | gladly joined. This county ordinanaed
- the township resolution that backs it up, gives oitir

zens the choice | believe they should have, whidio be
able to preserve their land for future generatiang still
get some monetary gain from their land to pas®dhdir
descendants. Since this is still in the early esaghere
are some rough spots being ironed out. Withouttrty
stages, however, we would never get to the firedest
which is a good financial base to help all who wanbe
helped. We are still working on that.

| have always believed that being an Amerigaant
having good choices and, as the realtor membehef t
Agricultural Preservation Board, | can live my le¢lin
seeing this program come to life in St. Clair CqunA
Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) program is a
good choice for our farmers. Instead of splittuyg the
land for homes, farmers could get money to preserve
their land, pass that on to their children, anill @ivn the
land! When they get ready to sell, they can sellato
farmer at farm prices. The buyer gets a great tiwal
good agricultural land, knowing the land cannotspét,
and the original owner gets happy children andstites-
faction of knowing future generations will still e good
farmland available to them. To me, this is thet luds
both worlds.

“A | became interested in town-
ship affairs after attending several
meetings in Clyde Township re-
garding the potential development
of the Wingford Estate. | am
happy to see it preserved today
and hope it continues to be.
Openings came up for the plan-
ning commission back then and |

A was dared by another to go for it.

| put my name in the hat and | never looked bakk.
one of the newcomers to the township and its gsliti

| knew | needed more education to do a good job as
planning commissioner. | attended every seminar |
could find, mostly through the St. Clair County Met
ropolitan Planning Commission. It was about this
time that | went to basic real estate class andrhec

a realtor. As | learned, | kept in mind both mygo
as a commissioner and a realtor and | startedeo se
that good planning for communities was mostly a
balancing act. To keep our ordinances fair for the
community and for the individual property owners is
a very fine balancing act.

One of the earlier seminars | attended hadlspe

ers from Frankenmuth and Frankenmuth Township. . W~ 1
It had a huge impact on me after hearing them com-Why St. Clair County “Cities

pare the world to an apple. The earth is three-Need Farmland Preservation
quarters water and one-quarter soil. After taking

quarter of an apple away, the tillable soil is thlit, By Kenneth R. Langmesser, Biosolids Coordinatorty Gif Port
or one-eighth of the soil of earth. Even one-dight Huro"

looked pretty big until they scraped off the peglin
which represented the surface, or the tillable. soil
Then it looked awfully small compared to a whole
apple. Try that with an apple if you cannot viel

it. It is quite impressive. After that seminarge-

Biosolids are another reason that the citieSti Clair
County need farmland preservation. Cities neesktaire
a farmland base in close proximity to their borderBhe
cities in or near St. Clair County that are cursensing

cided to do what | could to help preserve agrigeltu local farm fields to apply biosolids are Port Huron
PP €ag arysville, St. Clair, Marine City, Algonac and New
Several years ago, Grant Township had severa

; ) . altimore. Biosolids are the collected solid mier
meetings to promote trips to Pennsylvania for prese removed from the water used by city residents, gead
vation ideas. | attended the meetings but was not y city '

able to attend the trips. | was caught up in thbe
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by wastewater treatment plants.

The application of treated biosolids to famads not
only a cost effective disbursement method for itiescto
clean up their wastewater, but it also generates sav-
ings for local St. Clair County farmers. Biosolal® rich
in nitrogen and phosphorus, in the micro-nutriev@eded
for good plant growth, and in the organic matteticih
helps build better soils in our county. Biosolalso im-
prove soil tilth, increasing water infiltration atichiting
runoff into our streams and rivers.

The practice of applying biosolids to locafnfidland
started in earnest about 25 years ago and has grown
popularity ever since. Thousands of acres have fure
tilized through this practice saving landfill spaaed the
fuel oil needed to incinerate the sludge if thisgtice
was not used. The Department of Environmental iQual
recently released their Biosolids Recycling Progmam
port and it showed that 92,363 dry tons of biosoffdm
166 different communities were recycled on lan@005,
providing nutrients to crops across Michigan with a
chemical fertilizer value equivalent to over $9,80D.

Farmers who take in biosolids from the CityRairt

the cost for trucking away the sludge would eseadatd

the citizens in local cities would see an increiastheir

sewage bills. In other parts of the state whelzamr
sprawl is pushing farmland out further and furtresties

are being forced to look at alternative methoddezling

with the sludge generated at their wastewater rireiat

plants.

With the construction of the ethanol plantMiarys-
ville, just think of the perfect circle in recyctjrthis ven-
ture holds, not only for local corn growers but four
local cities that generate biosolids as well. Wiyen
flush the toilet in your bathroom you could be ledpto
produce the fertilizer, which grows the corn thatsg
turned into ethanol, which fuels our cars so wendb
need so much foreign oil.

Agriculture Provides $60 Billion
and 1 Million Jobs to Michigan’s
Economy

From the Michigan Department of Agriculture

Gov. Jennifer Granholm said the findings of a study
she requested confirm that Michigan’s investmeragni-
culture, as well as its investment in alternatimergy and
biotechnology sectors, will be high-yield.

The Michigan State University report estimaths
current and potential impact of Michigan agricuttlon
the economy to be more than $60 billion annuallg an
growing. The sector employs more than one million
Michigan residents.

“Agriculture is an industry ripe with opportty) and
support from the 21st Century Jobs Fund will positi
them to be a leader in the alternative energy aoigdh-
nology arenas,” said Granholm. “Michigan is comettt
to cultivating an economic climate that allows lllsi-
ness to prosper.”

The study found that over the last five yeaggjcul-
ture received $8.6 billion in public and privatevést-
ment. Experts predict that over the next threeive f

Huron can receive on average anywhere from $5@00 t years, the agriculture and food system will corgiwon-

$75.00 worth of nutrients per acre per applicatidrhe
main crops planted after biosolids are applied Gme
and winter wheat. However, many other crops apgvgr
to a lesser extent after application including sayis,
oats, hay, pasture and even nursery stock.

Without local farmland on which to apply bitids,

tributing significantly to Michigan’s economic ddup-
ment, whether investment activity remains at curn
increased levels.

The study covered all economic activity assied
with food and non-food agricultural commodities sas
leather, food, floriculture, ornamentals, turfgrassd




bio-energy industries. The report concluded witbcds-
sions on both agri-tourism and the potential ofb#-
economy.”

Both of these areas for economic developmeedn
additional study before estimates can be made aheint
potential economic impact. The potential of the-bio
economy may be especially large and cause thetigpor
other estimates of future economic impact to bectest
timated.

The January 2006 study, entitt&iche Economic Im-
pact and Potential of Michigan’s Agri-Food Systens”
available online through Michigan State Universdy

of the tax benefits such donations provide. Siheecbn-
servation easement is a donation, landowners ate no
compensated for the value of the development rights
However, they could pursue certain IRS tax advarga
they decide to treat the donation as a charitaifieTthe
donation and tax deduction may help to reduce &hpit
gains taxation.

Donors enjoy the personal satisfaction of inatg
ownership of their farms while knowing that thedaaill
never be developed for purposes other than agsreult
Potential donors should consult their attorneyspant-
ants and/or financial planners when considering thi

http://www.aec.msu.edu/product/documents/Working/Ec farmiand preservation option.

onomic%20Impact%200f%20Michigan%20Aqgri-
Food%20Final%20010906.pdf.

Donating Development Rights

Ownership of farmland carries with it the tigh de-
velop that land. But there may be situations inalhi
owners would prefer to voluntarily restrict the rnon
agricultural development of the land. The redtits are
recorded with the County as a conservation easeameht
apply to the land forever.

In these situations, more and more landowmees
finding it increasingly attractive to donate thak®relop-
ment rights to a Farmland Preservation Programuseca
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If you are interested in donating the develeptn
rights to your land, contact the Metropolitan Pliagn
Commission at (810) 989-6950.

Want to Help Protect Farmland in
St. Clair County? Here’s How...

The St. Clair County Agricultural PreservatiBoard
is completely funded by donations. The purposagpi-
cultural preservation is to preserve valuable farmdIthat
would otherwise be developed. Once land is losteo
velopment, it no longer retains the valuable fagnin
qualities that once existed.

As evidenced in many counties south of St.irCla
County, much of their farmland is now gone and c&nn
be retrieved. The State of Michigan has farmlareser-
vation matching funds available to purchase devetg
rights from landowners; however, funds are scarcka
lot of work needs to be done to get St. Clair Cpwam-
munities qualified to be eligible for grant funds.

The Ag Board is currently looking for funding ac-
complish such tasks as public education, inforntamgi-
owners of their preservation options, and gettihg t
County in the best position to receive state gfands,
which are highly competitive.

If you would like to make a financial ¢ohution
to the Agricultural Preservation Board, pleasake your
check out to the St. Clair County Agricultural Pees-
tion Boardand mail to: c/o St. Clair County Metropoli-
tan Planning Commission, 200 Grand River Avenue,
Suite 202, Port Huron, Michigan 48060.
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200 Grand River Avenue, Suite 202
Port Huron, MI 48060
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* If you are receiving duplicate copies of thisnstetter, do not wish to receive this newslettegre not receiving this newsletter but
would like to, please call the Metropolitan Plangi@ommission at (810) 989-6950.

What Is A Conservation Easement?

From the American Farmland Trust

As part of the county’s Purchase of Development
Rights (PDR) program, when development rights are
purchased, a conservation easement is placed on tr
land. Agricultural conservation easements aregtesi
specifically to protect farmland. Grantors retdie tight
to use their land for farming, ranching and othar-p
poses that do not interfere with or reduce agncalt
viability. They continue to hold title to their prerties
and may restrict public access, sell, give or fiarheir
property as they desire. Producers also remaiiibkdig
for any state or federal farm program for whichythe
gualified before entering into the conservationeagr
ment.

Conservation easements limit land to speaifies
and thus protect it from development. These volynta
legal agreements are created between private landow
ers (grantors) and qualified land trusts, consesuaor-
ganizations or government agencies (grantees).t@sn
can receive federal tax benefits as a result oftilog

easements. Grantees are responsible for monittnmg
land and enforcing the terms of the easements.

Easements may apply to entire parcels of antb
specific parts of a property. Most easements anmge
nent; term easements impose restrictions for atdomi
number of years. All conservation easements legally
bind future landowners. Land protected by consemat
easements remains on the tax rolls and is privately
owned and managed. While conservation easements
limit development, they do not affect other privatep-
erty rights.

Agricultural conservation easements are ailflex
farmland protection tool. Private land trusts arideo
conservation organizations educate farmers abeuath
benefits of donating easements, and state and doeal
ernments have developed programs to purchase hgricu
tural conservation easements from landowners. tiad
tion, agricultural conservation easements can be de
signed to protect other natural resources, suctveds
lands and wildlife habitat.




